Locust Grove Schoolhouse School StudentSamilies, and Work:
How did Pocopson Township families earn their lgvimver 100 years ago,
and were the parents and adults the only ones agki

After the students have learned about one-roomatlcboses, including the
Locust Grove Schoolhouse in Activity One, they Wigin to learn about the community
that the school served. In this lesson, childrdhuge copies of primary source
documents—the Census, newspaper articles, and dieadhonthly Reports—to learn
about Pocopson Township’s occupations.

Curriculum Alignment:

8.1.3.A: Understand chronological thinking and idgtiish between past, present and
future time.

8.1.3.B: Develop an understanding of historicalrses (data in historical maps; visual
data from maps and tables).

8.1.3.D: Understand historical research.

8.2.3.D: Identify conflict and cooperation amongiabgroups and organizations in
Pennsylvania history (ethnic and racial; labortrefes; immigration).

8.1.4.A: Identify and describe how geography ammaie have influenced continuity and
change over time.

8.2.4.B: Locate historical documents, artifacts] ptaces critical to Pennsylvania history.
8.2.4.C: Explain how continuity and change in Pgivasia history have influenced
personal development and identity (commerce angisitng, technology, and physical and
human geography).

2.6.3.B: Organize and display data using pictuadbes, charts, bar graphs and
pictographs.

Objectives:

Students will be able to:
Name six different occupations of students’ fansilie the late 1800s in Pocopson
Township. Answer whether school children had octiopa or jobs. Understand that
the Census, maps, newspaper articles, and attemflanks are primary sources and
all record information about occupations and indu&tven though that was not the
main purpose of these documents.

Setting the Stage: Guided Discussion

Help the students to think about Chester Countypatons over 100 years ago.

Generate some guesses and predictions about ctdldmed families’ work over 100

years ago.

Ask the students:
1. Think about your parents’ or grandparents’ aghieors’ jobs. Do the people you
just thought of work with their bodies and musgtegheir jobs? How do they do
that? If they do not, what work do they do? Do thayk at a desk in an office?
[Help the students to see how technology allowslpaogexpend less physical
energy. Discuss how occupations have changed owef t



2. Can you think of any careers or occupationsplaple had a long time ago, that
do not exist today?Tfy to get the students to consider millers thaitugnd grain or
sawed lumber or ran looms with water power. Alsmehts may think about
blacksmiths and shoemakers. These were local lsssren each village a long time
ago; now these items are made in large-scale fa$poften far awajy.

3. How could we find out what people’s jobs weren¥00 years agoP[scussion
leaders can help students think about old documemdsold writing from 100 years
ago. Possibly a student will suggest the Censuthismactivity students will also use
teachers’ records, newspaper articles, and mapadLltbe children to think about
these kinds of primary sourcgs.

4. Do you know what the Census is? Have you hdamdtayour family answering the
Census questionnaire ever? For how many years athyak our country has been
taking the CensusThe first Census was taken in 1790. The Censusd®every
resident’s name and family members and race antifdace, as well as their joljs.

If possible, record students’ guesses and predictis for all to see.

Lesson:
Activity 1:
List of Materials:
Group One:
Two historic maps of Pocopson Township, 1873 ar@Bl#hd two Local Daily News
articles, 1883 and 1910.
[All primary sourceg.

Group Two:
A page from a Teacher’s Monthly Report dated, Ddmmi861 and two pages from
the 1860 Census.
[Both the page from the daily attendance book aed&nsus are primary source
documentg.

Group Three:
A page from a Teacher’s Monthly Report dated, Ddzemi871. Three pages from the
1870 US Census for Pocopson Township.

[The Census is also a primary source docurhent.

Divide students into three groups (or guide théremass through each activity). Have
students work together to use the resources tleegiaen to make statements and answer
guestions about the occupations and industry impsmn Township during different
years.

Group One Activities:

By examining historic maps and reading newspap@ies, the students will be able to
identify such places as farms, schools, mills, miode. Ask the students to be primary
source detectives or history detectives to perfibrese tasks and answer these questions:



Using the 1873 mapHow many mills can you find on the 1873 map? Waat
a mill; what does it need to operate? Decide whergll might be located?
This will determine where on the map you look falsnWhat kinds of mills
were in Pocopson Township, based on the map text?

When you find a mill, write its name on a piecepaper; describe where it is
located in reference to the Locust Grove Schoolb@u&SH); and write its
water source. Example, G & S mill, southwest of IEGSn the Pocopson
Creek.

Do you think there were many other jobs in PocopBawinship? Can you find
any other business on the Map? Do you think thenewther businesses or
not?

Using the 1883 mapHow many mills can you find on this map? This rhag
an additional tool to help you locate the mills? &¥is the tool? You may have
seen this tool before and called it a “legend.” Yser answers regarding mill
found on the 1873 map, to check to see if that saitiés still operating in
1883? How many Mills operated during both time pés? The legend can
help you find another resource in Pocopson (bestdks and homes); what is
it? Did many people have these resources? Whairjobcupation needs this
resource?

U)

Using the 1883 newspaper articleéWrite the names of five other jobs in
Pocopson that year. Can you find a family name ftieennewspaper article on
the 1883 map?There is ong.These primary sources are from the same year in
history.

Using the 1910 newspaper articleThis article only mentions a few actual
jobs or occupations. The article mentions events@aces; can you deduce ¢
infer all of the jobs or occupations that must ek&sed on the events and
places talked about in the article? Can you nameld®or occupations based
on the article?

=

Keep a list of all the jobs or occupations that yamund from each of the four resources.

Group Two Activities:

By examining a page from the Teachers’ Monthly Regbe students will be able to find
the occupations of each of the students’ parergk.tAe students to locate this
information. They will need to get accustomed t® dd cursive writing for this activity.
If the students have trouble, provide the followk®y to help them decipher the
occupations. It is a bit like a puzzle. Again, tmeyst work like detectivesThe
occupation appears after the parent name, as ameafidttion]

Bksm or B.S. = Blacksmith
Do or " =ditto (look up, if not farmar)
Far or Farm = Farmer




\ Lab or La = Laborer
Ma = Mason
Shma = Shoemaker
| Tailor or tlo = Tailor

If the students are confused about a couple obticapations, Census pages are included
that show the occupations for a few parents. Yoy went to let the students know how
the Census was compiled in street or house ordeglphabetically. They will just need

to scan for the names.

Ask the students to answer these questions usiygloir primary source documents:

Count how many parents or guardians had a cexbirHor example how
many parents or guardians were farmers? Be casgfie parents’ names
repeat, when they have multiple children. Counhgearent or guardian only
once.

Now that you have the totals create a chart obie taith the totals. If you
know how to calculate percents, add the percetitetlass parents that
belonged to each occupation.

Now assign each student in the group the identigymarent. Try to mimic the
composition of the parent group. If there was amg tailor in the group, make
sure no more than one student is the tailor. Initedyourselves to each other
and tell each other what your job is. You can evake nametags with your
name and job.

Think about why these people had these jobs? D&kgow people who say
they have a “busy season” or a “slow season” ak@@hink about whether
you would have those times as the parent/guardigmtiis job? Describe how
this might have affected your school-aged children.

If you have time, you can find out how the childweere behaving and
achieving academically from the attendance bodi.”An the first column
means that the student received corporal punishthahterm. Look up
“corporal: if you’re not familiar with that wordnlthe next columns, a “1” is
the best and a “5,” the worst.

Group Three Activities:

Ask this group of students to be primary sourcectetes or history detectives to learn
about Pocopson occupations through the studentthaindamilies at the Locust Grove
Schoolhouse in 1871. Ask this group if they thimkng to school is an occupation? Now
give the group this list (below) of students tadfion both of the primary source
documents for group three.



Harry Entriken
Pennock Brown
Evan Lear
Eber Faucett
Charles Rudolph
John Duffy
James Lomax
John Rogan

First find the students on the 1871 attendancettishake certain that they
attended school that year, and then locate thenenan the 1870 Census.
(Remember the US Census is organized by house notl@tphabetical order.
The head of household appears next to the numhearstiow the house and
family order, at the left. Both documents list teldren’s age. Why is the age
different on the two documents?

Write each student’s occupation and age at the diiniee Census next to his
name.

Notice whether the student lives in their parentsne or in someone else’s
home (check the head of household, next to the euishtCan you explain

what is going on? Look at the head of the houséholttupation too. Can you
make some conclusions?

Check on each group after 15 minutes to see iigaoyp has finished the tasks
requested. Some groups may finish before otheesgibup is finished ask them to
assign jobs for sharing their findings with thessla

Complete the lesson by rotating all primary soutbesugh each group OR have each
group teach the other students about their ressdrgsharing their experience and
findings.

Reinforce and expand the observations (guided disssion):

Ask the students to name six different occupatiarf®ocopson Township between the
years 1873 and 1910. Ask if the students can sg&g@mds? Did any one job or
occupation stay consistent through those years?

Ask the students to predict what jobs Pocopsonleess have today. Explain to the
students that throughout the decades, the domindstry continued to be general
agriculture, with dairy-farming increasing in tharky twentieth century. The geography
of Pocopson Township afforded waterpower for millshe 1800s. The map of 1873
shows five mills on the borders of Pocopson TownsBy 1883, only twgCHECK]



survived, and by 1920, the last remaining mill elbss Pocopson Township moved
toward dependence on gasoline and electricity. TBY® census indicates other
occupations within Pocopson Township such as: Bladk, shoemaker, merchant,
laborers, masons, housekeepers, and domestic ser@uildren, as young as age 12,
sometimes worked as laborers, apprentices, andstmnservants.

Ask the students about living away from home andkmg while also sometimes going
to school. Do children still do that today? Whentldey typically do that?

Closing: Ask the students what was the most challenginggtabout reading old
documents. Ask them what was the most fun aboukimgmwith the old documents?



Group One Resources:

1 of 4: 1873 Map of Pocopson Township
Image: 1.1873PocopsonMap.jpg
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Group One Resources:
2 of 4: 1883 Map of Pocopson Township
Image: 2.1883PocopsonMap.jpg
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Group One Resources:

3 of 4: 1883 Local Daily News of West Chester,cetdated August, 9, 1883
Image: 3.1883DailyLocalNews.jpg

Echoes from Pocopson.

‘JAVGHT AND BENT IN BY AN QCUABIONAL COR—
A RESPONDEN'I‘ Ens ) i

Mn. EorTor :—1 have just reallzed the fact
£hat our quiet little village that has been slum-
fhacing in the lap of nnture for many years,
-alwost unsesn and unnoticed, has awakened
#ron its lethargy and stepped to the front, and
hrro we ars with a few items of news.: Tirst,
our agricultural prospects are good. A farmer
meqt the villageclaims that he hés the best
tobsceo in the State, while another claims that
_he has gtill better.

—Jimmy” Burns, & caterer of much cel-
-#brity, has an ice cream saloon, which is well
ﬂ&tromzed by the lovers of that seasona.ble
}uxurv He names his place ‘‘Saloon de Burns,”

—-Mr. Brittenham, the blacksmith whose
wbop has been standing idle for the past two
vears, has now opened out business, and. the
2nvil chorus is once more heatd in the village.

—Joseph S. Caldwell, of Pocopbon has,_bad
iy house cemonted on the esterior by Fling
Bros., of Marsh: Ll‘ton,whmh adda materlallv to
the appeuarance of it. Mr. C. hag also made a
mumber of oth-r improvemerts about his prem-
ises, known as the “Hickery RHill Farm.’

“The Wawasset Literary Society, of Pocop-
son, will hold its next weeting at . ‘‘Hillside,”
e pleasant home of M. Hawkms, on Wed-

nesday evening, the' 15th inst, The. sogiety
gaper, the Fuil Moon, will be edited by. Mrs.
Lewis Marshall, whose literary talents have
been justly. ncogmzed by the members of, the
SOeighy.

—-John Battin is erectm,, a new carriage
Hronso, which, when completui will be asorna-
wental asdt is useful

—Prot. Purlee M,. Ha»rvey, of Northhr 100k,
was along the bap.ks and brays of Brandyw\ue
2 I6W evenings ago enjoeying, piscatorial recre-
ation. wiere he succeeded’ in gapturing, 9 lmas,
17 and 21 1nches long respegtively.
Immediately retnrnedi : ¥

that well-known fun» 1
interspersed withia ‘‘Black anss
—DMessrs. James E. Wabb & Sons, of Pocop-
son, who recently started a creamery, are
now receiving about twelve hundred -quarts
per day. They find a ready sale in Washing-
ton and other markets for their fine article of
butter. :
—Edward Brown, who hag been quarrying
stone on the farm of Bennett Johnson, near
this place, for some time, discovered a few
days ago what is supposed to be a coal mine.
The ?oal taken out ef the vein burned very
readi i
—Victor D. Battin, of “Pocopsy,” has shotr
40 of those inhabitants of mother earth, '
namely, ground hogs. Mr. Battin is an expert
shot, and many a feathery songster has ceased
to sing before his nnerring aim. Squirrels and
other like small game are his prey. Uxo.
7-mo. 13tb, 1883.




Group One Resources:
4 of 4: 1910 Local Daily News of West Chester,cetdated August, 9, 1910
Image: 4.1910DailyLocalNews.jpg

Postmaster Caldwell, :_:l' ol |
aaoTL Corinme, ¢, &, /7/0 4
During the gentle falling rain on BSat-
urday afternoon & 'visitor in Pocopson
township had the good fortune to meet ks
Robert Caldwell, & veteran resident, at
Locust Grove BSchool, & stone's throw pg
from Corinne post office. Mr. Caldwell, |3
who |s postmaster and merchant had [2
{ been a director there for nine years, and |3
{and llved near the property for many {4
more. In fact he went there to the pri-
mary election when the Republican
guty was born, in 1855, and at that time
ad ‘’known the property & long' while.
It is recalled that the land for the M
school, & picturesque bit, shaded by f'na [
trees, . was given to the township lony, §
long ago by Willlam Cloud, who owned §
two farms In that nelghborhood, contain- i
ing 217 scres of land. One of the farms [
is now owned by James Bally, who lives
on Bouth Walnut street, West Chester,
and the other by Mr. Wijson. 4
. 'The building was erected In early tUmers f§
and about forty YEUTE eInre T Lromt an- §

; 5 ak
rooms with an entry between them, mt:
0

T TR T R gy Wy s

o rren

5 for storing
the township school supplies, was for &
long Ume used as an election room, and i
in the partition i{s a window llke that
In & ticket ofce, through which thel
voters of the old days handed thelr bal-
lots. Among the directors of that time
were Joseph Darlington, George Larkin
and George Martin,

During the famous campaign of 1855,
4 when Townsend Walter, now of West
Chester, was elected County Treasurer—
f the only Republican elected that ycar,
j and the first In the county—the Pncop-
son delegates to the nominating conven-
1 tlon were Robert Caldwell and Charles
Harry, both of whom are yet llving.
They were probably the only delegaten
who can at gruent respond to rollcall.

Mr. Caldwell followed the Philadeiphia
marksts for & Q\eriod of twenty-one
years, driving to West Cheater regularly
and shipping his produce by rall, e
1 continued until the old Twelfth B8treet
{! Market, iIn which he had a atall, waos
bought by the Reading Rallroad Com-
] ﬁnny. to make room for its terminal sta- |

on.

1 _At present the Jocal director la Georga
1 Cox, 'who has shown much interest in
seeing the building repainted, re-roofed.
whitewnshed nnd thoroughly renovated,
1 All three of the Pocopson school bulld-
ings have bcen overhauled and much im-
i proved this season.
o o S, AP gy
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Group Two Resources:

1 of 3: Page from State of Pennsylvania Teacheosthly Report, dated December 1861
Image: 1.1861TeacherReport.jpg



Group Two Resources 2 of 3: Page one from the Baropownship Census of 1860
Image: 2.PageOne1860.jpg






Group Two Resources 3 of 3: Page nine from the pPsmo Township Census of 1860
Image: 3.PageNinel860.jpg






Group Three Resources:

1 of 4: Page from State of Pennsylvania Teacheosthly Report, dated December 1871
Image: 1.1870TeacherReport.jpg



Group Three Resources:
2 of 4: Page four from the Pocopson Township Censa870
Image: 2.1870CensusPage4.jpg






Group Three Resources:
3 of 4: Page fourteen from the Pocopson TownshipsGgof 1870
Image: 3.1870CensusPage8.jpg



Group Three Resources:
4 of 4: Page eight from the Pocopson Township Censd870
Image: 4.1870CensusPagel4.jpg



